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The familiar look of this DAC/preamp masks a raft of critical upgrades

Highlight Cyrus's long-standing ability to create a winning combination of insight, precision and agjlity:
There's also the upgrade potential too

Considerif Youwant adigital preamp that also has analogue inputs. Think, too, about whether you
value detail resolution above all else

ereviewed the original Cyrus
DAC XP back in 2005. Even
then it seemed like a terrific

idea; combining a DAC and high-quality
analogue preamp in one box made so
much sense. Of course, the idea is even
more pertinent today.

This Signature edition is the latest
version of the XP, and is the result of
work done to create Cyrus's limited-
edition Anniversary series of products.
These were built to celebrate the
company's 30th birthday.

Cyrus's strength (and arguably its
biggest weakness) is the half-width
diecast casework it uses for all its
products. On the plus side, this gives the
brand a strong identity, and has rigidity
and damping advantages over traditional
bent-metal alternatives.

Family resemblance
Using the same casework across
products and over the years - we'd guess
the present design has been around for a
couple of decades - breeds a great deal of
loyalty from customers, but sometimes
the unchanging face of the company’s
output suggests not much progress is
being made. That's not the case here.
Cyrus's engineers have taken the
opportunity to fine-tune the circuitry,
and one such upgrade has involved
switching to a new 32-bit DAC chip, used
here in a dual-mono configuration to
minimise noise and improve resolution.
A great deal of care has been taken to
reduce interaction between the analogue

and digital circuits, and to ensure that
the power-supply arrangements are as
uncorrupted as possible. Nevertheless,
there is the option to improve matters
further, as we'll find out later.

Take a look around the back and you'll
find a packed rear panel. There are no
fewer than five sets of outputs (split
between balanced XLR and single-ended
RCA) and an ample range of single-ended
analogue, optical and coaxial inputs.
What's missing is a USB connection.
This, more than anything, shows up the
age of the basic design - it just wasn't an
important requirement eight years ago.
How things change. Apparently, adding
the input isn't particularly easy. It
requires a significant redesign of the
product to make it happen.

Cyrus would argue that the DAC XP
is intended to partner its range of CD
transports and streamers, so a USB isn't
needed. Also, it's possible to buy
USB-to-SPDIF adaptors if such an input
is vital. We still think a properly
implemented USB would be handy. A
headphone output would be nice too.

Build quality is up to the Cyrus norm.
The DAC XP Signature looks neat and
well made, although it's no better
constructed than the company’s
entry-level products (which retail for
way less than a grand). If you're looking
for a true high-end luxury feel you
won't find it here.

That's the price of sharing the same
casework across a range that starts off in
the hundreds and ends up costing in the

thousands. We also find the front panel
display now looks a little old-fashioned.
Cyrus has used this kind of LCD display
for decades, and it shows in the lack of
clarity. It's time for a change here.
Fortunately for Cyrus, these quibbles
are spon forgotten once the XP Signature
is used in anger. Cyrus products have
always prioritised agility, precision and
detail resolution above all else, and this
revised DAC XP excels in all these areas.

Digging up the detail

Regardless of input, there is just so much
insight here. If you want to analyse the
dense production of The Dead Weather's
60 Feet Tall the Cyrus will lay it bare for
you. Instrumental strands that rivals
may submerge under the intentional
grunge of the production remain easily
heard. It all sounds impressively clean,
clear and very controlled. Rhythmically,
this Cyrus is good. Variations of pace are
communicated well, with the unit
delivering plenty of drive and
excitement in the process.

Play Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture and
the XP continues to impress. It tracks
the tiniest details with ease, delivering
every inflection with pristine definition.
When the music really explodes the
Cyrus takes it all in its stride delivering
wide-ranging dynamics with plenty of
composure. Once again we're struck by
the level of control here. While truly
admirable, there's also the feeling that it
comes at the expense of outright punch
- excitement levels are reined in a touch.

TECH SPECS

Type DAC/preamp
Inputs 2 x line-level
Outputs Preamp,
balanced XLR
Remote control Yes
Finishes 1
Dimensions (hwd)
7 %22 x36cm
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Play Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture and the XP

Signature continues to impress. It tracks the
tiniest details with ease, delivering every
inflection with pristine definition

We're pretty happy with the
soundstaging. It's impressively focused
and nicely layered. Tonally, things err
towards the traditional Cyrus leanness -
there's little warmth or richness here, so
the treble can turn a little brittle if the
rest of your kit has similar tendencies.

Compared with earlier iterations of
the XP, the Signature is clearer, more
fluid through the midrange, and more
expressive. It's certainly more natural-
sounding than the last version we heard.

Cyrus has long designed upgrade
potential into its products and the DAC
XP Signature is no different. You can add
a PSX-R outboard power supply (£500)
to the DAC XP, and that improves things
notably. It's a simple plug-and-play
upgrade and it clearly works. All that
agility and insight remain undimmed,
but the presentation becomes more
expansive, while the sound takes on

a sizable dose of authority. The bass,
which for all its articulation was a little
lean, now becomes weightier and more
powerful. The overall sound is more
dramatic yet more refined and relaxed.
We'd consider the PSX-R as an essential
purchase if you buy the Signature.

The XP's Signature upgrade is a good
one. If you're already a fan of the Cyrus
sound, jump right in. Even if you're not
it's well worth a listen.

Rating # * * % %

FOR A fast, precise and detailed sound;
impressive clarity; good upgrade potential
AGAINST Trades a little exciternent for control;
no USB input; dated display; no headphone out
VERDICT The DAC XP remains a fine product.
The Signature upgrade makes it an even more
pleasing performer

Behind the music
* Peter Bartlett, Technical Director

“The new DAC XP Signature includes many
innovations over its predecessor. For the
o~ Anniversary system, on which this model
is based, we selected a 32-bit DAC integrated
circuit (IC). That selection was the result of
& three years spent assessing 32-bit DACs we
had been offered from, probably, every
manufacturer. The choice was not a simple one because there is
no link between technical specification and musical ability — you
have to build each into a working circuit and listen.

Having selected a DAC IC that really did sound better, we
upgraded all the partnering sections, such as the XLR output
stage and the relay switching stage for analogue inputs, for
wider, more dynamic tuning of the unit. The result is a DAC/
preamp that can exploit the highest-resolution digital music
yet can also maximise analogue performance. We're particularly
pleased with the detail from 24-bit/192kHz files."
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